We wish to thank our volunteers, Fred Hintze, Lynn and Bruno Krempin, and Michael Trujillo whose efforts made this event safer and more enjoyable for the riders.
While we do not cancel brevets except for extreme or unsafe conditions and postponing is strongly discouraged by Audax Club Parisienne (ACP)and Randonneurs USA (RUSA), we came close, but that would have been the morning of the event. Indeed, it takes five weeks to change the date of an event.
Having said this, we were very concerned with the road conditions and thanks to local ‘top of the ride’ resident, Richard Cullison, we knew that the roads were clear and dry due the snow plows even clearing of the shoulder. We checked the canyon and some of south 14 ourselves and we made the decision let the race go on! Cold yes, but unsafe, no. I didn’t want to look at a thermometer and just layered until I felt almost comfortable standing around. It was probably 28° or 29° heading up Tijeras Canyon. Having talked to nearly everyone, we all felt the same, we would be shedding clothes as the day progressed, but not much of that happened. I took off a medium weight outer windbreaker, shoe covers, and changed into lighter gloves. Liz took off one layer everywhere leaving in the sag a jacket, legwarmers, shoe covers, and balaclava.
Winds were seasonable, but it was nice not having the headwind going up to Tijeras like the week before. We had a bit of a tailwind heading south to Mountainair and in my mind, the wind up to Manzano was not as bad as I expected. That stretch can seem to last for ever with winds over 12. For us the wind started to become a factor until started heading up to Chilili and beyond. The trip down to the finish from Sedillo Hill was slower than hoped for, but the headwind was a given from the start, it was just heavier than expected. 
Congratulations to many of you who did your first brevet. For some this was the longest distance ever ridden in one event and for one Nate Berg it was taking care of some unfinished business. Two years ago it rained at the start and that turned into some light snow falling up to the Morning Star area. While it did clear off gradually after that it was still no picnic. Nate DNF’d in Mountainair, but came back this year to set a new course record at 7:45 minutes, besting Rob Mion’s 7:58 set last year. 

We will have support at all of our events this year and it looks like Lizz and I may be able to ride the tandem throughout the series on event day thanks again to the volunteers. We will be serving sandwiches at Fence Lake and we will have some snack food and water at the other checkpoints. We do suggest eating something solid if you are not used to these distances. Stay with your normal riding food (gels, blocks, nutritional drinks, whatever), but eat the sandwich at the ‘half way’ point. Also, the checkpoints are often 50 miles or more apart and eating along the way is important in keeping a flat blood sugar level line rather than spiking up and down. 
You will be able to register online for this next event. I should have that link up in a few days.

Thanks for riding with us, John and Lizz 
